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Introduction

The Star Fleet forces in the area around The Triangle appear to have been surprised by the start of the current hostilities.  Fleets have been scraped together hurriedly, and are rushing to integrate their command systems and finish crew training.  Despite this, there is no reason to expect anything other than a hard fight from them.

Fixed Military Facilities

Star Fleet maintains three fixed facilities along the Federation border with The Triangle.

Starbase 10 is located at coordinates 8.5S by 5.6E.  It consists of two Alamo class outposts.  They are typically served by one or two Samson class warp tenders.  Until recently the base was guarded by a division of escorts.  At any time a number of research vessels, tenders, freighters, and other ships will also be present.

Federation Outpost 1 is located at 9.0S by 4.5E.  This is a single Regulus-1 Invictus class outpost.  It guards the end of The Triangle just before the beginning of the Organnian Treaty Zone between the Federation and the Klingon Empire.  The outpost is normally defended by at least a division of escorts.  Miscellaneous other types of ships are also always present.

Federation Outpost 2 is located at 8.0S by 6.7E.  This is a single Regulus-1 Invictus class outpost.  It guards the end of The Triangle at the beginning of the Romulan Neutral Zone between the Federation and the Romulan Empire.  The outpost is normally defended by at least a division of escorts.  Miscellaneous other types of ships are also always present.

No other fixed facilities or outposts are known to exist along the Federation border with The Triangle.

Fleets

Star Fleet is known to have at least three fleets in the vicinity of The Triangle.

Task Force 24 is based at Outpost 1.  It is formed around an Excelsior class battleship (believed to be the U.S.S. Hancock).  This is supported by at least four cruisers and frigates, plus at least a half dozen destroyers and scouts.

Task Force 65 is based at Outpost 2.  It is formed around an Indomitable class battleship (believed to be either the U.S.S. Indomitable or the U.S.S. Indestructible).  The fleet includes a number of cruisers, frigates, and destroyers said to total at least a dozen vessels.

Task Force 89 is new to the area and is based at Starbase 10.  This fleet is centered on an Alaska class battle cruiser (name unknown).  As with the other fleets, it is supported by up to a dozen cruisers, frigates, destroyers, and scouts.

Fleet Organization

Star Fleet has only limited unit organizations.  Ships may be moved between fleets and garrisons fairly freely, so the organization of fleets cannot be determined in advance.

Ships of frigate size and above are assigned individually to fleets or garrisons.  Destroyers, escorts, and similar sized ships are usually organized into divisions of two ships, although scouts are assigned singly, as for larger ships.  Escorts are sometimes found in units of up to four ships.  Corvettes, the smallest combat ships in Star Fleet, are normally grouped into units of four ships.  Such ships rarely venture far into deep space, and are typically found as defense units at outposts and star bases. 

Garrisons

All Federation star systems along the border with The Triangle have some type of garrison.  Depending on the importance of the system this may range from a single patrol craft to a squadron of three or four ships led by a cruiser or frigate.  The following garrisons have been observed or reported with a reasonable degree of certainty;

Cyclopus - 2 Lenthal class destroyers

Green - 1 Solar class patrol craft

Nicolii - 2 Wilkerson class destroyers

No patrols or other specific forces are known to be active along the border or within The Triangle.

Other Issues

It is known from communications intercepts and other sources, that the local Star Fleet commanders are concerned about what they feel is the lack of sufficient fleet support ships, notably repair tenders and mobile repair facilities.  How accurate this is, is unclear, but no available intelligence information contradicts it.  If so, this could hamper long distance operations.

Political Relations

The Federation maintains generally good relations with most of the nations and systems in The Triangle.

The Affiliation of Outer Free Worlds (AOFW) is openly friendly to the Federation.  They rely on the Federation for much of their military resources, and their naval personnel are primarily trained by Star Fleet.  Star Fleet ships have at times been seen moving within the AOFW and have even been repaired at AOFW facilities in peace time.  It may be expected that Star Fleet will assist the AOFW should it be attacked.  Despite the friendly relations, however, the AOFW is not likely to provide active support for The Federation to avoid provoking a reaction from the Klingons or Romulans.

The Orion Frontier Mercantile Association (OFMA) has long depended on the good will of the Federation to insure their independence.  In the event of hostilities, the OFMA will undoubtedly seek help, which Star Fleet will probably provide.

The Mantiev Colonial Association (MCA) was founded by colonists from the Federation.  It has attempted to maintain good relations with the Federation.  However, the distance of the MCA from the Federation means that the MCA cannot expect much help from Star Fleet should they come under attack.

The Imperial Klingon States (IKS) have nothing to do with the Federation or Star Fleet.  Intelligence efforts indicate that Star Fleet has generally stayed away from IKS space, except for a few distant patrols.  This mainly appears to be due to the IKS practice of avoiding Federation space for their raids.  It is unlikely that the Federation will show any interest in events in the IKS, except as its planets may be used as bases against Federation star systems.
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